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Director’s Message 

The major item on our collective agenda at this time is 
that the Chapters will have to re-align their financial re-
porting year (fiscal year) to parallel National.  In the next 
two weeks I will have a conference call with the Presi-
dents, Treasurers, and Delegates of each Chapter in our  
Region. Details of this will be forthcoming in a separate 
memorandum. 

I just got back from a week at the Illinois Public Service 
Institute where 154 students took part in 40 hours of 
classroom instruction. 54 students were in the 3rd year 
class and all graduated. This is the 14th year for IPSI 
sponsored by the Illinois and Chicago Metro Chapters. 

I had the opportunity to visit with officers of the Indiana 
Chapter at their Winter Storm Maintenance Seminar in 
Ft. Wayne, Indiana. Ohio APWA member Diana Clonch 
was the speaker and provided a most informative pro-
gram for the attendees. 

The APWA Board will be meeting in Kansas City No-
vember 13 and 14. The agenda is still being assembled 
but a major discussion point will be on the plan for the 
Donald C. Stone Center and our Credentialing Program. I 
believe I summarized the past discussion point in the 
September Newsletter and I am looking forward to the 
submittal from the Professional Development Committee 
that the Board requested. 

It is official, the National APWA Kansas City Office is 
moving from 2345 Grand Blvd in the Crown Center to 

Downtown Kansas City. For those of you that were at last 
year’s Leadership & Delegates Meeting that was held 
downtown, you will be familiar with the area. The plan is 
that the office will move in mid-February prior to the 
Board meeting at the end of February. Everyone hopes 
that the move is smooth and on time. More on this later. 

Membership 

September month-end total number of members = 
28,795. That represents a 0.2% increase compared to 
the previous month.  Region V now has  4839 mem-
bers, a decrease of 78 since the end of the fiscal year on 
June 30, 2015. 

Chapter Relations 

How-To videos available to help chapter leaders. 

APWA is introducing a Chapter Leaders’ “How-To” 
Video Library through partnership with Cynthia 
D’Amour, a recognized expert in association chapter 
leader development. This video series will offer chapter 
and branch leaders a monthly installment of a short 
video presentation addressing key chapter capacity de-
velopment topics. 

The concept is similar to NetFlix, in which APWA will 
allow leaders to download a leadership video via the 
link below. The video topic will change every month to 
cover a wide-range of topics applicable to building 
chapter capacity, 

The monthly video download will include both “How-
To” Intensive Videos, which are typically 12 – 22 
minutes long, with supportive tools provided to address 
the topic and Fast-Answer “How-To” Videos (4-6 
minutes long focused on providing quick answers to 
the topic addressed).  

The September video: “Don’t Let Your Leaders Lose 
Momentum – Finish Your Year Together (Running 
Time 3:59)”  

For more information on the video series, contact Brian 
Van Norman, Director of Chapter Relations for AP-
WA, at bvnnorman@apwa.net or 1-800-848-2792 (ex. 
5260). 

Center for Sustainability  

 The Center’s first issue of “Sustainable Practices in 
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Public Works” is now available on the Center’s web-
site.  This resource is a collaborative effort with the 
Technical Committees. Each technical committee was 
asked to identify sustainable practices examples within 
their discipline (transportation, water, fleet, leadership 
and management, etc.), provide information about the 
practices and include where and how they are being 
implemented. 
http://www.apwa.net/centerforsustainability 

Some current Institute for Sustainable Infrastructure (ISI) 
statistics: 

 Over 3,500 professionals and students in 20 countries 
are ENV Sustainability Professional (ENV SP) creden-
tialed 

 8 projects have been Envision verified and another 12 
are registered 

 170 private sector corporate members and nearly 1,000 
public sector individual members 

 54 ISI-approved Envision trainers have delivered 25 
workshops training nearly 500 people 

 Approximately 450 infrastructure projects are using 
Envision 

ISI announced September 25, 2015 that Port Metro Van-
couver’s Low Level Road project received the Envision 
rating system’s Platinum Award – the first transportation 
project to be Envision-verified. The project was designed 
to enhance rail and port operations as international trade 
continues to grow, and to address long-standing communi-
ty safety and traffic congestion challenges in the area. 

 http://www.apwa.net/Media/2015/9/28/Vancouver-
BC%E2%80%99s-Low-Level-Road-is-1st-Envision%
E2%84%A2-verified-Transportation-Project-in-North-
America 

CPWA  

 Canada’s 42nd general election is scheduled for 
October 19th, 2015.  The campaign is truly a three-
way race with the major parties – Conservative, 
Liberal, and New Democratic Party (NDP) -- each 
attracting an almost equal one-third share of the 
voters.  Recent polls have the parties separated by a 
mere percentage point, giving the 10% of undecid-
ed voters an important role to play in the election. 

 CPWA and other members of the Municipal Infra-
structure Forum continue to advocate keeping in-
vestment in infrastructure at the top of the agenda 
for the major parties.  CPWA is now in the process 
of planning post-election outreach for the new Par-
liament and Government. 

Donald C. Stone Center (DCS) 

 Preparation for PWE Option II is underway.  Eight 
individuals have been identified as the beta test co-
hort group to begin January, 2016.  These appli-
cants have agreed to “test” the new processes and 
help build the program.  Once accepted into the 
program these candidates are slated to graduate in 
June/July 2016. The second cohort group will be 
part of the April/May 2016 open enrollment period. 

If all goes as planned, this group should have an 
October/November graduation date.    

 The deadline for the next open enrollment is to-
day.  Applications will be reviewed by the Program 
Council by October 20.  Notifications will be sent 
November 18, 2015.  We are anticipating between 
30 and 40 applicants for the PWS, PWM, PWE and 
PWLF credentials. 

Certification 

The 2016 certification exam schedule is now available 
on the APWA website. The three APWA certification 
programs have the following number of professionals 
certified: 91 CPFP (Fleet); 254 CPII (infrastructure 
Inspector); and 96 CSM (Stormwater Manager). 

Government Relations  

 A continuing resolution (CR) was signed into law by 
President Obama on September 30. The CR will keep 
the federal government funded to December 11, and 
allow more time for Capitol Hill and the White House 
to negotiate federal funding for the remainder of fiscal 
year 2016. Funding for a long term transportation 
reauthorization bill has a slight chance of being includ-
ed in the negotiations. House Ways and Means Chair-
man Paul Ryan (R-WI) has held recent discussions 
with Senate Finance Committee members, Senators 
Chuck Schumer (D-NY) and Rob Portman (R-OH), 
seeking to use international tax reform as a one-time 
funding mechanism for a long term transportation 
reauthorization bill. The current extension for federal 
transportation funding is set to expire on October 29.  

 Leadership elections are scheduled in the House of 
Representatives due to the recent resignation of current 
Speaker of the House John Boehner (R-OH).  

 The APWA Washington Report is published every 
Monday Congress is in session. Be sure to share it 
with you chapters by going to: http://www.apwa.net/
resources/WashingtonReport 

 Sign up to be an APWA Advocate. Go to: 
www.apwa.net/be_involved/APWA-Advocates 

 If you have any questions or concerns please contact 
Andrea Eales, APWA Director of Government Affairs 
at aeales@apwa.net 

Asset Management Task Force  

APWA has appointed a seven-member Task Force on 
Asset Management with the intention of assisting AP-
WA in furthering the efforts of implementing asset 
management for local governments across North 
America.  The seven US and Canadian Members of the 
Task Force include:   

 Chair Toby Rickman, PE, PWLF, Deputy Director, 
Public Works, Pierce County, WA;  

 Tom Audley, Asset System Coordinator, City of 
Lenexa, KS;  

 Paul Gabriel, PE, President, Environmental Partners 
Group, Inc., Quincy, MA 
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 Alain Gonthier, P.Eng, Manager, ISCS, City of Ottawa, 
ON 

 Thomas Hickmann, PE, Director, Engineering and In-
frastructure Planning, City of Ben; OR;  

 Joline MacFarlane, Asset Management Specialist, City 
of Airdrie, AB 

 Steve Wyton, P. Eng., MBA, Mgr. Corporate Project & 
Asset Management, City of Calgary, AB 

International Relations 
Applications are being accepted for the 2015-2016 Jen-
nings Randolph International Fellowship program. Ap-
plicants will be eligible to attend public works confer-
ences and conduct public works study tours in Australia, 
Finland, New Zealand, Mexico and Sweden.  Application 
materials can be found on the APWA website at http://
www.apwa.net/discover_apwa/APWA-International/
Jennings-Randolph. The deadline for applications is No-
vember 15, 2015.  

 
Awards Program Accepting Submissions  

 Excellence in Snow and Ice Control Award:  Deadline 
February 1, 2016, midnight Eastern Time 

 Top Ten Public Works Leaders of the Year:  Deadline 
March 1, 2016, midnight Eastern Time 

 Public Works Project of the Year:  Deadline March 1, 
2016, midnight Eastern Time 

 SC/RC Project of the Year:  Deadline March 1, 2016, 
midnight Eastern Time 

 
Emerging Leaders Academy 2015-16 (Class IX) 

Sixteen members have been selected for APWA’s 
Emerging Leaders Academy (ELA) this year. Applica-
tions from over 33 interested individuals were reviewed 
by the Leadership & Management Committee and 16 
were selected. The class kicks off its ninth year with a 
retreat November 12-14 in Kansas City. Past Board 
Member Sue Hann has again committed to leading the 
group with the assistance of three new instructors that 
will be selected to shadow her. 

 
PAVERTM software 
APWA is releasing the newest version of the PAVERTM 

software – 7.0.5.  All current users will receive a link to 
download the updated install files.  The APWA store will 
be selling the update this month.  The new version cor-
rects credit for historical global work, includes improved 
calculation when using reconstruction work items, in-
cludes four additional languages, plus several other up-
dates and corrections.   For more information on the soft-
ware, contact Teresa Hon (thon@apwa.net). 

 
Tech Talk – A Quick List of Ongoing Projects from the 

Technical Committees 
 

 The Emergency Management Committee will be work-
ing with subcommittee chairs to finalize the new sub-
committee structure.  They will also be identifying au-
thors for the January issue of the Reporter.  

 The Engineering and Technology Committee is look-
ing at establishing two new subcommittees: (a) moni-
toring asset condition and (b) managing the under-
ground.   

 The Facilities and Grounds Committee is investigating 
value of developing training for new Facilities manag-
ers. 

 The Fleet Services Committee members are working 
with APWA staff to enhance the PWX experience for 
fleet professionals.   

 The Leadership and Management Committee is work-
ing jointly with the Water Resource Management Com-
mittee to identify participants for a focus group in Oc-
tober 2015 to review and provide input on the Effective 
Utility Management (EUM) framework, developed 
several years ago by APWA, seven other associations 
and the EPA. 

 The Solid Waste Management Committee is reviewing 
the proposed Hazardous Waste Generator Rule. 

 The Transportation Committee is following the trans-
portation funding issue closely. 

 The Winter Maintenance Subcommittee is leading the 
Winter Maintenance Supervisor course for the Colora-
do Chapter at the Western States Snow Conference and 
at the Alberta Chapter at their conference in Red Deer, 
Alberta. 

 The Utilities and Right of Way Committee is discuss-
ing joint work on managing the underground with the 
Engineering & Technology Committee. 

 The Water Resources Management Committee is track-
ing with interest the recently filed U.S. Senate resolu-
tion to block the Waters of the U.S. rule. They are also 
busy planning a Click Listen & Learn on asset manage-
ment for water infrastructure that will air in February 
2016.  
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Questions or requests may be addressed to the Committee Chair, Board or Staff Liaison. Email information is listed below.  

 

COMMITTEE CHAIR                   BOARD LIAISON  STAFF LIAISON 

Emergency Management                       Michael Sutherland                      Cora Jackson-Fossett                 Teresa Hon 

               msutherland@parkeronline.org      cora.fossett@yahoo.com                  thon@apwa.net  

Engineering & Technology             Andrew Lemer       David Lawry    Carol Estes 

               alemer@nas.edu       dlawry@ci.schaumburg.il.us  cestes@apwa.net 

Facilities & Grounds Jeffery Brown Mary Joyce Ivers Phyllis Muder 

 jbrown@co.cumberland.nc.us mjivers@ci.ventura.ca.us pmuder@apwa.net  

Fleet Services Sam Lamerato Mary Joyce Ivers Teresa Hon 

 lameratosp@troymi.gov  mjivers@ci.ventura.ca.us thon@apwa.net 

Leadership & Management Wendy Springborn Cora Jackson-Fossett Becky Stein 

 wendy_springborn@tempe.gov cora.fossett@yahoo.com bstein@apwa.net  

Solid Waste Management Trent Tompkins Bill Spearman Phyllis Muder  

 trent.tompkins@edmonton.ca billspearman@embarqmail.com pmuder@apwa.net 

Transportation  Freeman Anthony Kathleen Davis Carol Estes 

 andy.freeman@edmonton.ca davisk@wsdot.wa.gov cestes@apwa.net 

Utility and Public Right of Way Vic Bianes David Lawry  Carol Estes 

 vbianes@sdcwa.org dlawry@ci.schaumburg.il.us cestes@apwa.net  

Water Resources Management Deana Donohue Bill Spearman  Karen Wilson 

 deana.donohue@amwater.com billspearman@embarqmail.com kwilson@apwa.net  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Rich Berning, PE 
APWA Region V Director 
10 Beachview Lane 
Springfield, IL 62712 
217-529-7833 
217-494-9946 (c) 
richtbern@aol.com 
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